
EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 13 AUGUST 2020 
Item 6 – Public Questions 
 
 

 Question From Question to  

1 David Simkins 
The Alton 
Society 

Cllr Glass 
 

The Alton Society have been following closely the correspondence initiated by the 
Chairman of Alton and District Residents’ Association in relation to the so-called “broad 
area of search” for development sites along the A31 which was the subject of EHDC’s 
June press release, and the confusion and dismay it has caused.  There appear to be 
many unanswered questions, but most importantly, and from The Society’s perspective, 
we see community involvement at an early stage as crucial.  Why will any results of this 
critically important study be left until the Reg 19 Consultation stage of the Local Plan 
Review process, when this will clearly be too late for any meaningful public scrutiny?  
 

2 David Simkins 
The Alton 
Society  
 

Cllr Glass Conflicting statements have created a good deal of confusion as to whether the Land 
South East of Liphook and Land East of Horndean are to be excluded from any further 
consideration.  If they are not to feature in any further ‘area of search’, could you please 
explain to me why?  We, and the local community here in Alton, have every right to 
understand why EHDC’s preferred approach is the A31 corridor, if this is indeed the 
case. 
 

3 David Simkins 
The Alton 
Society  
 

Cllr Glass Whilst we must remain cognisant of the impact of the Covid-19 Pandemic lockdown, we 
are becoming increasingly concerned about the overall delays in moving to the next 
stage of the Local Plan Review.  As each month passes and as the old out-of-date Local 
Plan carries less and less statutory weight, we are surely increasingly exposed to the 
risk of speculative applications as each month passes.   Please can you tell me when 
we can expect a revised timetable to be published, especially given the fact that the Reg 
19 Consultation is currently shown on the Council’s website [Local Plan Made Easy] as 
due in the Summer of 2019? 
 

4 Greg Ford Cllr Butler In the climate and environment strategy being brought to the council for adoption today, item 
B1.ii of the priorities and initiatives calls to “Extend retrofitting for existing homes by promoting 



and extending schemes to install energy efficiency measures like cavity wall insulation and 
smart thermostats”. 
 
The chancellor has made available significant funding of £500k + for council-led retrofit schemes 
under the Green Homes Grant, Local Authority Delivery programme (GHG LAD). This 
programme could bring large benefits for the district’s retrofit plans but requires significant staff 
resources to apply for the funds in a very tight deadline over the summer holiday period. 
 
1 What steps can the leadership take to provide administrative support so that council staff are 
able to pursue this funding pot and try to secure it for the residents of East Hants? Will it accept 
voluntary help from concerned residents in order to help make the application deadline? 

 

5 Greg Ford Cllr Butler 2 Only certain types of home and household are eligible for the GHG LAD scheme, which is 
targeted at the least energy efficient housing and at households with an income below £30,000. 
How would the council go about identifying and contacting those households in order to facilitate 
delivery? 

 

 


